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Newsletter number 41 – Autumn 2009
Programme for the coming weeks
1 Sept 09
Gordon Ottewell - the Natural History of Hedgerows
13 Sept 09
Frampton Country Fair
15 Sept 09
Fly Dressing Course

6 Oct 09
Fly Dressing Course

20 Oct 09
Fly Dressing Course

3 Nov 09
Fly Dressing Competition

17 Nov 09
Alan Pilbeam - The Origins of Gloucestershire Rivers

1 Dec 09
John Dawson - Sea Trout Fishing in Argentina
18 Dec 09
Christmas Dinner

Meetings in bold type are held at the Cheese Rollers Inn, Shurdington 

7.30 p.m. for 8 p.m. start
Editorial          [image: image2.wmf]
Please send in articles, tips, website recommendations, stories of your holidays and fishing successes (or failures), and of course anything on flydressing to me at lillamcg@btinternet.com or by post to Mrs E. J. McGrory, The Coach House, Well Close, Cooper's Hill, Glos GL3 4RZ or by hand at meetings.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
For over 20 years we have managed to contain our subscriptions but now with increased costs, expenses, speakers and insurance we have had to raise the annual subs to £15 (see page 6) as agreed at the AGM.   Some additional benefits of our insurance policy are that members are insured, with no age restriction, for public liability, which covers damage to other people or their property (except at sea or in a boat more than 20 ft long!), for personal accident, (compensation for loss of limbs, etc) and against claims for financial loss made by others.   
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THE BIG FISH COMPETITION

Tuesday 12 May 2009

The Competition was held once more at Springhill, and there was a good turn-out of members.

The winner was Mike Hall with a fish of 2lb, taken on a fly of his own, basically a leaded Montana but without the hackle, on a size 12 hook.   Having watched him, I thought that he thoroughly deserved to win.

The Branch remains extremely grateful to Terry - there could not be a more attractive venue to hold our competition.

L. M. H.
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FLY DRESSING COMPETITION
Tuesday 3 November

As usual there will be two classes, to tie three Black Shrimp (Advanced) or two Montana Nymph (Intermediate).   Intermediate competitors are those with less than 2 years' experience unless they have previously won this competition. 

BLACK SHRIMP (also known as black & orange shrimp)

Thread: 


White, then black

Tag: 


Thin oval tinsel

Tail: 


Golden pheasant breast feather, dyed black

Rear body:

Yellow floss

Middle hackle: 

Hot orange cock

Front body: 

Black floss

Front hackle: 

Black cock

Rib: 



Medium oval silver tinsel (through both body sections)

Eyes: 


Jungle cock (optional)
Head: 


Black

MONTANA NYMPH (original dressing)
Hook:  


Long Shank size 10

Thread:  


Black

Tail:  


Two black cock hackle tips

Body:  


Black chenille

Thorax:  


Yellow chenille

Thorax Cover:  
Black chenille (two strands)
Hackle:  


Black cock hackle palmered through thorax
Head:


Black
[image: image5.wmf]                           TIPS & IDEAS
How do you find the fly you have just dropped into the grass as you were tying it on?   It vanishes, doesn't it!   You need a piece of kit that lives in my fishing vest and I didn't know how often I used it until it was lent to a friend who lost it for a while - it is a telescopic magnet.   The whole thing is the size and shape of a fountain pen with an extending antenna about two foot long so you can sweep it over the grass where you know your fly landed, and hey presto, the magnet will find it for you.   Also useful for screws and other small items that escape (I wish contact lenses were magnetic) and things that lodge themselves behind immovable objects.   I can't remember where I got mine from but Screwfix sells a similar model and if there's lots of interest (please tell any committee member) we could get some for sale in the Guild shop!
E. J. M.
Please email any Tips and Ideas for future issues to lillamcg@btinternet
INDICATORS:  FLOAT FISHING?
Fly fishermen have always found the excuse to argue with each other whenever a new development comes along.   The most famous dispute was between Skues and Halford when nymph fishing was in its early stages, followed by the pursuit of exact imitation.   Richard Walker’s insistence on the rigid adherence to the material specification of a fly’s designer delayed imaginative fly dressing for some years.

The latest “bone to be worried” seems to be the increasing use of indicators or “float” fishing.   I must admit to a certain unease when I first saw it being used, but after some thought and considerable experiment I have come to find it a useful tactic.

In recent years we have been using PVC floating lines in bright, even garish colours to enable us to see a take, which is much more effective than waiting for a pull.   Zebra stripes to increase visibility along with moulded bulges have also been used.   It is only a short step to tie in a moustache of wool or fix a piece of foam to the leader.   It is a calm-water tactic which reduces the disturbance of frequent casting and suspends the nymph at a constant depth.
Fishermen's horizons have been stretched.   We travel all over the world now and in places like New Zealand, the United States and Alaska the use of indicators is the standard tactic.   It is one of the accepted methods on the hallowed waters of the Test.

Tackle development has raced ahead over the last few years and we must go with it.   However, the use of very large buoyant indicators designed to hook the fish automatically when the fish bolts on feeling the drag is, I feel, stretching the ethos of Fly Fishing too far, as is putting the rod in a rest when fishing boobies.   At all times the rod must be held and the very slowest retrieve, just to maintain contact, seems to bring the best results and a long sweeping strike is needed to overcome the slack in the system.

We must embrace new developments enthusiastically, but we must jealously guard the traditions and spirit of our sport.

Your comments would be welcome.

Terry Beale
Wild Brownies in North Yorkshire

What does a man do when he gets to 40? Well, this one decided to take-up fly fishing. I joined the Cheltenham and Gloucester Fly Dressers Guild (CGFDG) in early spring to learn more about this complex and compulsive past-time, having on a previous few occasions enjoyed frightening-away the river trout of Brittany with a 9.5ft 7wt, while wondering what type of insects were buzzing around me. I am clearly an absolute beginner and so to improve myself I subscribed myself to a May weekend of fishing and training at the Malham Tarn Centre of the Field Studies Council. I’ve never visited the Yorkshire Dales and so combining the National Park with fly fishing sounded a good birthday present to myself.

The Tarn is a beautiful shallow lake populated only by wild brown trout, with only the large Georgian House of the study Centre overlooking it. It is several miles from the nearest town, 375 metres above sea-level and with no mobile phone signal it adds to the spectacular sense of a limestone wilderness. The staff are hospitable and the food, and bar, is good. The majority of my class consisted of retired folks or older, which helped me feel so much better about my birthday. 

The course, run by Stephen Cheetham (STANIC), combined evening lectures, casting and fishing instruction and of course some actual fishing. The big challenge was on the Sunday, as fishing actual Malham Tarn is known to be a bit tricky. This was my first time from a boat and with a team of flies. I am of course extremely pleased to report that in a day of fishing the tarn I caught two hard-fighting fish in the morning at the beginning of the drift, and both on buzzers. Strangely, nothing was caught from the Tarn by the other pupils. However, it all balanced to my detriment on the next day at a stew pond which gave me only one bad-condition fish while others caught plenty. 

However, my luck returned as the following evening I caught on a dry at my local lake and the following weekend was the CGFDG trip to the Wye. At the Wye, torrential rain on the Saturday did nothing to dampen our eagerness to get on the river and trout and grayling were caught. I had a trout of around 14” under the kind guiding of Phil Bullock. Others caught plenty more, but I understand that overall catch was less than usual. Sadly the beats were washed-off on the Sunday and so others headed home to return another day. For me it was a long-planned weekend off and so on Adrian’s recommendation I went upstream to Rhayader where I found several miles of fishing on the Wye, Elan and Marteg for only a fiver, as well as the welcome of  warming sunshine. 


Written by Asher Minns (age 40!)
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Either bring payment to the meetings in September or send it to Jane Crompton at:

 14, Haslette Way

Up Hatherley

Cheltenham

Gloucestershire

GL51 3RQ

PAYMENTS:

£15.00 per annum

Please make cheques payable to:
C & G Fly Dressers Guild
GRAYLING TRIP
Our annual grayling fishing trip to the River Test at Wherwell has been booked for Thursday 15 October.   There are 12 places available at a cost of £35 each.   For those who haven't been before, this is a wonderful opportunity to fish one of the finest stretches of the Test system at a fraction of the price charged for trout fishing just a few days earlier.   Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis and if you would like to go please let David Wilson (Chairman) know.   Cash or cheques payable to C & G Fly Dressers' Guild to David Wilson or Chris Crompton (Treasurer) by 30 September at the latest.
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